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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 4/2/07 
has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

This application contains claims 5-6 and 9-10 drawn to an invention nonelected 
with traverse in the reply filed 1 1/3/05. A complete reply to the final rejection must 
include cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) 
See MPEP§ 821.01. 

Drawings 

The replacement drawing sheet was received on 4/2/07 and is acceptable. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 27-28 and 36-45 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 27, it is unclear as to how the pouch relates to the second device. Aren't 
they one and the same? 
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In claim 36, it is unclear as to how the pouch relates to the second device. Aren't 
they one and the same? 



In claim 39, 1 
In claim 39, 1 
In claim 40, 1 
In claim 40, 1 
In claim 41, 1 
In claim 41, 1 
In claim 42, 1 
In claim 42, 1 
In claim 43, 1 
In claim 43, 1 



ne 3, "the first device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the second device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the first device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the second device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the first device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the second device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the first device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the second device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the first device" lacks proper antecedent basis, 
ne 3, "the second device" lacks proper antecedent basis. 



Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 7, 15, 17, 19, 24-39 and 41-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by US 5,785,695 (Sato et al). 
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With respect to claim 1 and with particular reference to Figure 5, Sato et al 
disclose a coupling comprising: a first coupling part (on left side of Figure 5) on the first 
device and a second coupling part on the second device, the second device detachably 
coupling to the first device, with the first coupling part having a circumferential coupling 
groove (17) defined by a radial interior and exterior walls and ending in a free end face 
facing in the opposite direction of the first device, and the second coupling part including 
first and second discs (7, 19) each having an aperture, wherein at least a portion of the 
first disc overlaps at least a portion of the second disc (in the radial direction); and first 
and second coupling collars (inner collar of first disc and outer collar of second disc) 
designed around the apertures of the first and second discs, respectively, and extending 
mainly in a cross direction of each respective disc, wherein the second coupling collar 
extends through the aperture of the first disc in the same direction as the first coupling 
collar, and the two coupling collars of the second coupling part extend into and engage 
the circumferential coupling groove of the first coupling part. 

With respect to claim 2, wherein the radial exterior wall of the coupling groove 
includes a circumferential projection (bulb) facing radially inwards and defining an offset. 

With respect to claim 3, wherein at least a portion of the free end face of the 
coupling groove abuts closely against the first disc when the devices are operably 
connected to each other. 

With respect to claim 4, wherein the radial exterior wall of the coupling groove is 
longer than the radial interior wall of the coupling groove when viewed in cross section. 
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With respect to claim 7, wherein the first and second coupling collars are 
arranged to be pressed together between the radial interior wall and exterior wall of the 
first coupling part when the devices are operably coupled. 

With respect to claim 1 5, wherein the first disc has a greater diameter than the 
second disc. 

With respect to claim 17, wherein at least the second disc is reinforced with at 
least one circumferential rib (inner collar of second disc). 

With respect to claim 1 9, further comprising locking means (outer collar of first 
disc) for locking the first and second discs together when the devices are operably 
coupled together. 

With respect to claim 24, wherein the first disc has a first section (portion of 
pouch 10) extending radially outwards from its aperture in a direction mainly 
perpendicular to the axis, and a conic section (portion of pouch 10, see Fig. 1b) 
extending radially outwards of and continuous with the first section. 

With respect to claim 25, wherein the second disc (including pouch 15) extends 
conically outwards from the aperture of the second disc (see Fig. 1b). 

With respect to claim 26, wherein the first coupling part is an implant for 
implantation around a stoma of an animal or human body. 

With respect to claim 27, wherein the second coupling part is placed inside a 
pouch (10) for coupling with the implant with the coupling collars extending out through 
an aperture in the pouch. 
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With respect to claim 28, wherein an inside of an edge section along the aperture 
of the pouch is closely joined with an outer side of a radial first section of the first disc. 

With respect to claim 29, Sato et al disclose a method for application of a 
coupling according to claim 1 , comprising joining the two discs of the second coupling 
part, placing the second coupling part is placed inside the second device, and joining 
the inside of an area around an aperture of the second device with and fastened to the 
first disc with the coupling collars extending out through the aperture of the second 
device. 

With respect to claim 30, further comprising pushing the two coupling collars of 
the second coupling part together are pushed into the coupling groove of the first 
coupling part. 

With respect to claim 31 , placing the radial exterior wall of the first coupling part 
in a guide groove in the first disc of the second coupling part while the second coupling 
part is in an opened position, and thereafter positioning the second coupling part in a 
closed position, wherein the radial exterior wall forms the outer definition of the coupling 
groove. 

With respect to claim 32, which further comprises uncoupling the parts by 
releasing an engagement between the coupling parts by manipulation of the first disc. 

With respect to claim 33, which further comprises releasing the engagement 
between the two coupling parts by distally displacing the first disc. 
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With respect to claim 34, which further comprises releasing the engagement 
between the two coupling parts by affecting the first disc with radially opposite 
compressive forces in peripheral areas. 

With respect to claim 35, wherein the second device is an ostomy pouch (10). 

With respect to claim 36, Sato et al discloses a method for application of the 
coupling according to claim 1 , comprising implanting the first coupling part around a 
stoma, wherein the first coupling part in the form of an annular implant having a 
projecting section with the coupling groove, and coupling an ostomy pouch (10) to the 
implant by pushing the two coupling collars of the second coupling part into the coupling 
groove of the first coupling part. 

With respect to claim 37, which further comprises releasing an engagement 
between the two coupling parts is manipulation of the first disc. 

With respect to claim 38, which further comprises releasing an engagement 
between the two coupling parts manipulation of a locking means (collars and groove) for 
disengaging the first and the second disc. 

With respect to claim 39 and with particular reference to Figure 5, Sato et al 
disclose a coupling comprising: a first coupling part (on left side of Figure 5) on the first 
device and a second coupling part on the second device, the second device detachably 
coupling to the first device, with the first coupling part having a circumferential coupling 
groove (17) defined by a radial interior and exterior walls and ending in a free end face 
facing in the opposite direction of the first device, and the second coupling part including 
first and second discs (7, 19) each having an aperture; a pouch (15), wherein at least a 
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portion of the pouch is positioned between the first and second disc; and first and 
second coupling collars (inner collar of first disc and outer collar of second disc) 
designed around the apertures of the first and second discs, respectively, and extending 
mainly in a cross direction of each respective disc, wherein the second coupling collar 
extends through the aperture of the first disc in the same direction as the first coupling 
collar, and the two coupling collars of the second coupling part extend into and engage 
the circumferential coupling groove of the first coupling part. 

With respect to claim 41 and with particular reference to Figure 5, Sato et al 
disclose a coupling comprising: a first coupling part (on left side of Figure 5) on the first 
device and a second coupling part on the second device, the second device detachably 
coupling to the first device, with the first coupling part having a circumferential coupling 
groove (17) defined by a radial interior and exterior walls and ending in a free end face 
facing in the opposite direction of the first device, and the second coupling part including 
first and second discs (7, 19) each having an aperture; locking means (outer collar of 
first disc) for locking the first and second discs together; and first and second coupling 
collars (inner collar of first disc and outer collar of second disc) designed around the 
apertures of the first and second discs, respectively, and extending mainly in a cross 
direction of each respective disc, wherein the second coupling collar extends through 
the aperture of the first disc in the same direction as the first coupling collar, and the two 
coupling collars of the second coupling part extend into and engage the circumferential 
coupling groove of the first coupling part. 
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With respect to claim 42 and with particular reference to Figure 5, Sato et al 
disclose a coupling comprising: a first coupling part (on left side of Figure 5) on the first 
device and a second coupling part on the second device, the second device detachably 
coupling to the first device, with the first coupling part having a circumferential coupling 
groove (17) defined by radial interior and exterior walls and ending in a free end face 
facing in the opposite direction of the first device, and the second coupling part including 
first and second discs (7, 19) each having an aperture, wherein the second disc 
(including pouch 15) extends conically outwards from its aperture (see Fig. 1b); and first 
and second coupling collars (inner collar of first disc and outer collar of second disc) 
designed around the apertures of the first and second discs, respectively, and extending 
mainly in a cross direction of each respective disc, wherein the second coupling collar 
extends through the aperture of the first disc in the same direction as the first coupling 
collar, and the two coupling collars of the second coupling part extend into and engage 
the circumferential coupling groove of the first coupling part. 

With respect to claim 43 and with particular reference to Figure 5, Sato et al 
disclose a coupling comprising: a first coupling part (on left side of Figure 5) on the first 
device and a second coupling part on the second device, the second device detachably 
coupling to the first device, with the first coupling part having a circumferential coupling 
groove (17) defined by a radial interior and exterior walls and ending in a free end face 
facing in the opposite direction of the first device, and the second coupling part including 
first and second discs (7, 19) each having an aperture; and first and second coupling 
collars (inner collar of first disc and outer collar of second disc) designed around the 
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apertures of the first and second discs, respectively, and extending mainly in a cross 
direction of each respective disc; wherein the first and second disc each have portions 
(portion of pouch 10 and portion of pouch 15) which extend radially outward from the 
first and second coupling collars, respectively; wherein the second coupling collar 
extends through the aperture of the first disc in the same direction as the first coupling 
collar, and the two coupling collars of the second coupling part extend into and engage 
the circumferential coupling groove of the first coupling part. 

With respect to claim 44, wherein the first disc has an axis, a first section (portion 
of pouch 10) extending radially outwards from its aperture in a direction mainly 
perpendicular to axis, and a conic section (portion of pouch 10, see Fig. 1b) extending 
radially outwards of and continuous with the first section. 

With respect to claim 45, wherein the second disc (including pouch 15) extends 
conically outwards from the aperture of the second disc (see Fig. 1 b). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 5,785,695 (Sato et al). 
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Regarding claim 16, Sato et al fail to teach that the second disc is more rigid that 
the first disc. It would have been have obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the second disc of a material more rigid than 
the first since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis it suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. 

Regarding claim 18, Sato et al fail to teach that the first disc is made of a 
transparent material. It would have been have obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to make the first disc of a transparent 
material since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis it suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 11-14 and 20-23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 40 is allowed. 



Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments filed 4/2/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) by Sato et al, 
Applicant asserts "Specifically, there is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in the Sato 
'695 patent of a portion of a first disc overlapping a portion of a second disc." Examiner 
disagrees. In the radial direction, or from a side or lateral view, a portion of Sato's first 
disc (7) overlaps Sato's second disc (19). Refer to Fig. 1b and Fig. 5, and col. 7, II. 3-8, 
col. 8, line 55 - col. 9, line 4. 

Regarding the rejection of claims 39 and 43 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) by Sato et 
al, Applicant argues that Sato et al fail to disclose the limitation "wherein the second 
coupling collar extends through the aperture of the first disc in the same direction as the 
first coupling collar." Examiner disagrees. As evidenced in Fig. 5, Sato's second 
coupling collar (outer collar of second disc 19) extends through the aperture of the first 
disc (7) in the same direction as the first coupling collar (inner collar of first disc 7). 
Interpreted another way, when Sato's device is in the assembled state, the second 
coupling collar extends (in a radial direction) through the aperture of the first disc in the 
same direction as the first coupling collar. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hewitt whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7084. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JMH 
6/13/07 



JAMES M. HEWITT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



